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noble lord having inte/rupted himself by a prodigious yawn, in the midst of 
a speech he was making as leader of the Opposition, later explained this 
untoward occurrence to an inquiring lady by saying, "You don't know how 
dull it was!" So characteristic seemed this tale that in course of time the 
Duke came to believe it himself. One scarcely needs the proof afforded by 
this incident in order to be assured that Sir Henry rightly appraises those of 
whom he writes, and that his allusions convey a true atmosphere. Wit and 
tact and reminiscent zest are in this book, giving a flavor even to its duller 
facts and its more random reflections. 



Ten Yeaes at the Court of St. James. By Baron von Eckardstein. 
Translated and Edited by Professor George Young. New York: E. P. 
Dutton and Company. 

Doubtless, Baron von Eckardstein's book, like most diplomatic memoirs, is 
to be received with some caution, not because of any uncertainty as to the 
truth of what is related in it, but because the perspective of one engaged in the 
diplomatic game is not always or necessarily the truest perspective upon 
international relations. Von Eckardstein was a Bismarckian from the be- 
ginning, no admirer of the Kaiser, a bitter critic of Fritz von Holstein, who 
dominated the German foreign office during the period from 1895 to 1905 of 
which this book treats. We have here, then, no reluctant testimony "against 
interest", nothing expressive of a "change of heart", but a narration written 
by one who sees in the catastrophe of the World War a justification of his own 
views and the Nemesis of those who opposed them. 

It is with no feeling of constraint, therefore, that von Eckardstein can write: 
"There has probably never been a national policy so laughable and so lament- 
able as that of the Wilhelminic Era. It was worse than perfidious, it was 
idiotic." It is with real zest that he can describe von Holstein as a fussy fool : 
"It was not before 1905 that I opposed him with all my strength in his suicidal 
Morocco policy, and he then contemplated having me arrested and tried for 
High Treason;" but there had been friction all along. There is perhaps a 
temptation on the part of the author — especially in view of the final disaster — 
to overstress just a little the ineptitudes, the indiscretions, and the sheer fatui- 
ties of the German foreign policy. It would be easy in a hasty reading of this 
book to attach rather too much importance to this sort of thing — to be a little 
too much impressed, for example, by the fact that the Kaiser once referred to 
his uncle King Edward, before English guests, as "an old peacock". When we 
read how in 1899 von Tirpitz upset the negotiations with England concerning 
Samoa by submitting to Wilhelm a memorandum which von Holstein called 
"a document of frothy flummery, sauced with bloody tears to suit the Kaiser's 
taste", it is not necessary to accept this somewhat splenetic outburst as an 
exact description. In short, it is difficult to believe that the war came in 
any way accidentally, through the weakness or the obstinate or hysterical 
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temperament of a few men, through the failure of negotiations which the 
wisdom of a Baron von Eckardstein might with a little more time and a little 
better support have prevented. "Though there were clever and competent 
officials in the Wilhelmstrasse, " writes the Baron, "they were kept under by 
the favored fools. For which we paid the bill at Versailles on the 29th of June, 
1919." The latter statement seems a bit sweeping. 

But when one has discounted fully every possible partizan bias as well as 
the natural tendency of the author to magnify diplomatic causes and effects, 
the fact remains that Baron von Eckardstein's narrative and his documents 
seem to prove certain immensely important general conclusions beyond 
reasonable doubt. The "encirclement of Germany" was a policy adopted 
by England only as a last resort — and then only as a defensive measure. On 
four separate occasions England was ready for an alliance with Germany 
upon reasonable terms. The author describes the overtures of Lord Salisbury 
to the Kaiser in the summer of 1895, those of Chamberlain to Count Hatzfeld 
in the spring of 1898, those of Chamberlain to von Eckardstein in the autumn of 
1899, and finally the culminating effort — "the turning point in the history of 
the world" — which took place between the middle of March and the end of 
May, 1901. It is astonishing to learn how ripe all conditions appeared for 
such an alliance — that King Edward stood in the way, the author declares to 
be utterly false — and to see how promising, to all appearances, was the pros- 
pect of success. 

"History shows," writes Baron von Eckardstein in conclusion, "that the 
German people is temperamentally pacific, and that it can only be drifted into 
war as the result of such misdirection as that of the Wilhelminic era." This 
"misdirection" is a large and somewhat euphemistic term, connoting causes 
deeper than any that the author adverts to. Perhaps education would be a 
better term, and it is possible that the roots of this education might be found 
in that Bismarckian era which the author admires. But such criticism apart, 
this book of Baron von Eckardstein's is notable and important, not because it 
stigmatizes Holstein or repictures from new points of view the alternate folly 
and sanity of the Kaiser, but because it is a singularly clear, downright and 
full justification of England's policy toward Germany prior to the war, giving 
the lie direct to many important allegations of the German war propaganda. 



Mounted Justice. By Katherine Mayo. New York: Houghton Mifflin 
Company. 

There is no f alling-off in the quality of the stories contained in this the third 
book that Miss Mayo has written about the Pennsylvania Mounted Police. 
Seldom has better material for stories been placed at the disposal of an author 
than has fallen to her lot — plots that it would tax the ingenuity of a Conan 
Doyle to invent, tricks of the trade not generally known to the public, and 
above all the greatest wealth and variety of human types. In the present 



